The Law of Associations (29 Rajab 1328 and August 3, 1909 (1325)
Section |

Article 1: An association is a group of several persons permanently unifying their knowledge or efforts
for nonprofit objectives.

Article 2: Establishing an association requires no prior permit but, by virtue of Article 6, notifying the
government

of its establishment is a prerequisite.
Article 3: Amended by virtue of the Law of 26/5/1928.
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It is prohibited to establish associations on illegitimate grounds that contradict the provisions of laws
and public mores, that disturb the peace of the Empire, that aim to change the standing form of
government, or that

aim to politically separate the different Ottoman entities. They are not to be granted a notification and
they are

to be dissolved and banned by a decree issued by the Council of Ministers.

Article 4: The establishment of political associations of a nationalistic nature or dictum is strictly
forbidden.

Article 5: Members of associations must be above twenty years of age, enjoy all their civil rights, and not
have

any felony convictions.

Article 6: Establishing clandestine associations is strictly forbidden. Accordingly, upon establishing any
association, the founders must submit a signed and sealed statement containing its address, goals,
objectives, main

office, and the names, capacity, and position of those entrusted with its governance. The statement is
submitted to the Department of Interior (Ministry of Interior) if the association’s headquarters is in the
capital (Dar el

Sa’ada) or to the senior royal commissioner if it is based outside the capital. Two certified copies of the
association’s statutes, sealed by the association’s official stamp, must be attached to this statement. In
return, the



association is granted a notification. Then, the founders may declare the establishment of the
association and

how it was set up.

All associations are obliged to immediately inform the government of any amendment or alteration to
their

statutes, administrative board, or location. This amendment or alteration shall be implemented on a
third party

as of the date of informing the government, and shall be registered in the register created for this
purpose. This

register must be available whenever the judicial or royal governments request to review it.

Article 7: The headquarters of any association must contain an administrative board of at least two
individuals. If

the association has branches, each branch is to have an administrative board affiliated to the central
administrative board. These boards must keep three books/accounts: all information related to the
members of the

association and when each joined the association must be recorded in the first; decisions,
correspondences,

and notifications must be recorded in the second; and revenues, income, the type and amount of
operations or

transactions must be recorded in the third. These three books/accounts shall be presented to the
judicial or

royal governments upon request.

Article 8: Each association that has submitted a statement by virtue of Article 6 of this law may stand
before the

courts as plaintiff or defendant by means of a mediator, as stated in Article 9. It may not govern or
dispose of

state grants and aid that are binding, but may dispose of the following:

- The monetary contributions paid by members, on the condition that the contribution does not exceed
twenty-four gold coins a year.

- The location designated for governing the association and the meeting places.

- The fixed assets needed to reach the set objectives in accordance with its bylaws.

These associations are prohibited from disposing of the other fixed assets.



Article 9: The requests and demands submitted to the registrars, courts, and official councils on behalf
of associations for reasons related to their own interests must be under the form of stamped requests
which are personally signed and sealed by the administrator or the scribe; noting that the identities of
those working in the name

and on behalf of the association must be stated in its statutes.

Article 10: Members of the association may discontinue their memberships at any time they wish, even
if the

association’s statutes state otherwise, on the condition that they have settled their monetary
obligations or

contributions for that year.

Article 11: All associations are prohibited from entering and keeping firearms and weapons in their
meeting

places. Clubs offering hunting and fencing activities are allowed to keep and store as many weapons as
needed on condition of informing the police.

Article 12: (amended by virtue of Legislative Decree No
. 41 dated 28/9/1932):

Associations that do not inform the government of their establishment by submitting the statement as
stated

in Articles 2 and 6 shall be banned; and their founders, administrative boards, owners or renters of their
meeting places shall be fined an amount that ranges between five and twenty-five gold coins. If the
association has
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been established for the prohibited reasons as listed in Article 3 or in the Penal Code, the penalty
stipulated in

the latter shall also be charged.

Any person involved in whatever capacity in an association, committee, or council which aims to
obstruct public interest, whether directly or indirectly, shall be sentenced for six months to three years
imprisonment and/or

a fine of between 25 to 200 Lebanese—Syrian Pounds.

Article 13: Any association that violates the provisions of Articles 4, 5, 7, and 9 and does not notify the
government as stipulated in Article 6 shall be fined between two and ten gold coins. In the event of
recurrence, the

fine shall be doubled. Any person operating or re-establishing a previously banned association as
stipulated in



Article 12 shall be fined between ten and fifty gold coins. The same fine is imposed on anyone who holds
or

allows meetings of members of banned associations.

Article 14: The funds of the associations banned by the government or dissolved by its members or
bylaws are to

be disposed of as stipulated in the association’s statutes. If no such text exists in the statutes, the
decision of the

general assembly in this regard shall be adopted. The government shall confiscate the funds of the
banned

association that has been established for the illegitimate reasons mentioned in Article 3.
Article 15: Clubs comply with this Law of Associations.

Article 16: Currently existing associations are required to submit the statement, and fulfill the conditions
as

listed in Articles 2 and 6 and the provisions of the other articles within two months of this Law’s
publication.
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Article 17: Considering an association to be a public utility association depends on the certification of
the state

by decision of the Council of State (Shoura). Such an association shall conduct all legal operations stated
inits

statutes. The shares and remittances owned by the association shall all be registered in its name. Its
donated

funds or its entrusted fixed assets must be granted a permit by the government. If the donated funds or
the

entrusted fixed assets are not needed to conduct the association’s functions, they must be sold in the
timeframe set in the decision to sell. The money received in return for the sale is to be deposited into
the association’s fund.

Article 18: The police are entitled to inspect associations and clubs; therefore, the latter must keep their
meeting

places and offices open for police inspection at all times. Yet, the police must present a search warrant
to prove

that their inspection is conducted for due reasons. The search warrant can be issued by the police
commissioner if in the capital (Dar el Sa’ada) and by the local senior royal commissioners, or their
deputies, if in the districts.



Article 19: The Ministries of Justice and Interior are entrusted with enforcing this Law.
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